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The WESTERN SHOSHONE SACRED LANDS
ASSOCIATION is an organization of traditional
Western Shoshone people who want to maintain
ancestral lands, cuiture, and religion for the
benefit of our people.

Founded in 1974, the Association has been in the
forefront of Western Shoshone efforts to defend
treaty and aboriginal lands which are threatened
with seizure by the United States. Glenn Holley, a
founder of the Association explains why the
organization was established, “The major issue
we faced were attempts by the United States
through the Indian Claims Commission, to steal
our lands from us. We do not want to sell our
Mother Earth to anyone or any government. Qur
Mother Earth is sacred and is not for sale. It was
then that we decided to set up an organization
that would defend the rights of our peopie and to
protect our lands.”

The WESTERN SHOSHONE SACRED LANDS
ASSOCIATION has succeeded in bringing
national and international attention to the im-
pending threat of the loss of our homeland. The
Association maintains as the overall goal the
survival of the Shoshone as a people and the
protection of the sacred Mother Earth. To ac-
complish this we have undertaken the following
ohjectives: {1} To use litigation as a means 1o
clarify title to 24 million acres of Shoshone land
in eastern Nevada; and ultimately to address
Shoshone land rights through congressional and
administrative procedures; (2) To empower the
Shoshone people through a comprehensive
education campaign; and (3) To generate a
national and international campaign to support
the survival of our people and lands.



THIS PUBLICATION IS A TRIBUTE TO THE
ELDERS OF THE WESTERN SHOSHONE
PEOPLE WHO HAVE MAINTAINED THEIR
LOVE FOR THE PEOPLE AND THE LAND,
DESPITE OVERWHELMING OPPOSITION.
MANY OF THOSE WHO LED THIS FIGHT
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HAVE PASSED ON TO THE SPIRIT WORLD.
THEY HAVE LEFT TO THEIR PEOPLE THE
GREATEST LEGACY ONE HUMAN BEING
COULD LEAVE THE NEXT GENERATIONS,
THE POSSIBILITY THAT THEIR PEOPLE CAN
RETAIN THEIR ANCESTRAL HOMELAND.
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The Sacred Mother Earth of the Newe

When the Shoshone became
humans, everything was
under water except the tops
of mountain peaks. That is
where the people existed.
When it became dry, the peo-

——
ple went down to the )'oor-\‘:;qg__’___tt

hills where there were
springs. Camps were set up
at these springs. SAGGIE
WILLIAMS, Battle Mountain
Shoshone Elder.!
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